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Win-Win and Want-Want 
 
A “win-win” situation means that no one loses; one side does not 
prevail over the other, and all who are involved are pleased with the 
results. A “want-want” condition exists when we and God want the 
same thing, there is no question of who decides what is to be done, 
and both parties are pleased with the results. Logically, we might 
conclude that if we and God are in agreement about what we want, we 
are also winners.  
 
Winners are often contrasted with losers, while wants are frequently 
described as weak versions of needs. But when we resolve a tense 
situation with a satisfactory agreement, all of us gain what we want, 
and we probably satisfy some of our needs as well: a “win-win” 
conclusion to what we wanted. 
 
We are co-winners in our relationship with God when we recognize 
that neither of us has to give in to the other to bring about an 
agreement. But most of us have had experiences when it seemed that 
we were in a struggle with God about our desires. We might have 
thought of God as possibly wanting something that we would not want, 
and either closed off communication about our desires, or acted as 
though we were in one world and God in another. Only when we seek 
God’s presence and action in our own desires will we find resolution to 
possible misunderstandings and presumed conflicts.  
 
We can lessen potential confusion about our desires if we attend to 
their relative importance. If, for example, we wanted to be an Olympic 
gold-medalist in sky-diving, but had no interest in strapping on a 
parachute and jumping out of a plane, we might question the intensity 
of our desire. We want some things with our whole hearts and others 
we only think about or imagine. The deeper our desires, the closer 
they are to God’s desires in us. 
 
Asking ourselves what we most deeply desire does not necessarily 
bring to mind immediate and satisfactory answers. We know that there 
are lots of fish in the ocean, but often we cannot see them. Fishers are 
patient. We might need to observe some of the movements in our 
spirits before being able to identify which among our many desires, 
are of more importance to us in contrast to those of less significance.  
 
Asking God to show us what we most deeply desire might seem 
illogical, if we are afraid of receiving an answer that would originate 
outside us and might not be pleasing to us. But God did not create us 
as puppets to manipulate or as humans to be controlled to carry out a 
hidden agenda. We are given real freedom of choice, not just the 
appearance of such a radical capability. Our deepest desires are 
manifestations of God’s creative love, enabling us to recognize and 
make fullest use of our individual personality and our unique 
combination of interests and capabilities. We have much to bring into 
the world about us that is in accord with what we want.  
 
What do we want? Are we inclined towards making some difference for 
the better in the lives of others? Do we want to live now in close 
companionship with Our Lord? Do we aspire to give more than to 
acquire, to contribute in our relations with others more than to 
demand from them, to cooperate with others more than to control 
them? Our deepest desires arise within us, yet they are of God, and 
they lead us not only towards God but into full and fruitful participation 
with the ongoing creation of which we, as individuals, are a part.  
 
When we seek, with God’s help, to know and to trust our deepest 
desires, “want” and “win” will fit graciously together in us.  
 
